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Lesson: 1.1: Significance of Flowers:
All over the world flowers are an essential p
the gift of flowers. In the middle-ages mak
vegetables within the monastery walls also grow
Wild roses, carnations, lilies, irises, garden peonic . :
columbines were especially appreciated scientific interest in flower was given new

importance in the 15th century.

art of festival celebration, people give each other
es in addition to planting medicinal herbs and
flower to decorate their alters at this time.
s, violets poppies, periwinkles pansies and

So, it was the Buddhists who started the flower arrangement in the temple. Later the Japanese
followed this in every home. The most popular flower arrangement of Japanese is [kebana.

Flower arrangement is the art of arrangement of the flower receptacle (c_ontainer) in to
consumption having harmony in their forms, texture and color. Its purpose is to add cheer
and beauty to life.

Although the art of arranging flowers requires no scholastic study but there are few basic
principles that would be observed as general guidelines and by following them one can be
sure of producing and pleasing harmonious composition. The art of arranging flowers is more
question of developing an inclination.

Flowers are perhaps the most appealing of art media for unlike brush loads of color that
require the true artists eye to transform these into image of beauty, flowers are individually
beautiful to begin with. One can arrange and rearrange them it is a pleasure to handy. The
veined leaves and delicate blooms as well as to see the completed bouquets.Flowers bring
color and life to a place and make a saddened heart smile. Think of a dozen roses, a basket
full of nareisus or glaolioli, a graceful branch of plum blossoms in a china bowl, a burst of
every garden variety color in one bouquet, a few branches of delicate rosellia swinging down
a basket hung from the ceiling.
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If you have the slightest urge to do something creative you just need to buy or pick a few
flowers and place them in a container according to a few basic principles such as fine and tall
at the top, bigger and round at the bottom and medium ones in between and almost at once

ou see the result. Tt will : : : ;
z'luwers. su will not be long before you begin to think yourself to be an artist with

The materials for beautiful bouquets are all around in the garden, in woodland and meado
?I(]J.ng the highway or a country road and of course, at the flower shop. Besides flowers anwci
oliage, there are rocks and pebbles, driftwood and bark, pieces of sculpture and beautifi
shells and containers tha_t never have dreamed of holding a flower can corl;e h a; i s
arrangements and beautiful results. Remember always that flower arranging isa:nj;:;r?s);?:;

art and if you approach it as such you will i to

] put a little of yourself i arrangem

make, in other words the creation an individual wi il gl i
kiis of an individual will automatically express his/her
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History: ' : sdding they were used in a different form

flower bouquets were used by brides in wedding Wb G
E;'en b?[‘hmg appeared a(: carly as the 17th century and possibly carlier. }.]nwcr i i
b e as decorations. "The art of arranging flowers was first

captured in paintings and on pottery . : r : vas
dcf:umcnted ':n the 17th century, when the Dutch, in particular, painted wond;,r!‘ulhm}t]?)m;:l
arrangements of flowers..." "In the 18th century, arrangements were used to decorate the hou

of the wealthy families and the aristocracy..." In years past, as a matter of lradltmnhan ulpp::
class bride was required to hold a bouquet of roses or flowers as she walked down the aisle I

prevent body odor from spreading and to drive away evil spirits

Flower Baskets: ; ¥
Flower baskets are flower arrangements done in baskets of varied depths. Flowers for the floral

baskets should therefore be chosen on the basis of the depth of the basket. They are very poPular
as gifts on special occasions like Christmas, Mother's day, etc. Cornucopia is horn-shaped v«:tcker
basket typically filled with various kinds of festive fruit and vegetables, very popular as gift on
Thanks giving day.

Table Centerpieces:

Centerpieces are nothing but the normal floral arrangements, designed to be placed on tales when
dinners are hosted on such occasions like Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, etc. one can convey a
theme for the occasion using memorabilia or traditional decorations. The buffet table lends itself
to an elaborate still life of flowers, fruits and vegetables.

Garland

A garland is a decorative wreath or cord, used at festive occasions, which can be hung round a
person’s neck, or on inanimate objects like Christmas trees. Originally garlands were made of
flowers or leaves. Its a long tradition in India where flower garlands have an important role in
every festival, when the deities are decorated with garlands made from different fragrant flowers
(often Marigold) and leaves. Also fruit, vegetables and currency notes are worn as thanksgiving.
Also in wedding the couple wears a wedding garland. In other occasions it is used to show
respect to an individual person or statue (murti).

A Gajra is a flower garland which women in India and Bangladesh wear during traditional

festivals. It is made usually of jasmine. It can be worn both on the bun and with the braid coilin g.
Women usually wear these when they wear sarees.

Floral Wreaths:

A floral arrangement in the form of a circular garland,
traditionally indicates honor or celebration, Wreaths
symbol of honoring the deceased. Besides, they a
Thanks giving day and Christmas to wel
hosted.

A wreath is an assortment of flowers, leaves, fruits

constructed to resemble aring, They are used typicall;r

usually woven of flowers and foliage, that
are especially very popular on funerals as a
re also very much used on occasions like
come the guests as welcome wreaths when dinners are

twigs and/or various materials that is
as Christmas decorations to symbolize

festivi s ; g in Christianity. They are also us
¢ headdresses as attire in ceremonial events in many cultures arzund tze globe Wrzit;:
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Hot glue is an adhesive material that is used extensively in the florist shop. It is purchased in
solid sticks that are inserted into an electric gun to be melted into a liquid that hardens within
seconds. Hot glue can also be melted in a glue pot or electric frying pan. A low-temperature hot
glue is also available. It does not hold as well as the regular hot glue but is safer to use. Hot glue
has a wide range of uses that includes design work with live and silk flowers.

Caution: Hot glue guns and hot glue can severely burn your skin,

Cutting tools:
A variety of cutting tools are used by florists in the construction of corsages and arrangements
(Figure 7-8). Each of these has a specific use. You will find that tools last longer if they are used

correctly and properly maintained.

Floral knives are one of the most important tools used by the designer. The knife is used for
cutting stems only, never used to cut wires with a knife. Because one may be successful in
cutting small wires, but this makes knife dull.

Most florists prefer a knife for cutting stems because they make a quick clean cut. Other tools,
such as shears, will cut the stem but may pinch the tubes that take up water, thereby restricting
the flow of water to the plant.Select a knife with a short, sharp blade that can be easily handled
while working. Proceed slowly and with caution until you feel comfortable using the knife.

Florist shears are another tool that can be used for cutting stems. However, this tool is slower to
use since it has to be laid down after each cut and as discussed earlier, it tends to pinch the stems
restricting the uptake of water. The primary uses of florist shears are cutting wires and ribbons

Ribbon Shears or scissors are use full for cutting ribbons and decorative foils used by the florist.
Never cut stems or wires with ribbon shears.

Wire cutters are used for cutting wires and the stems of artificial flowers which contain a wire.
Use wire cutters for cutting wires only, not on plant material or ribbon.

Pruning shears are useful for cutting heavy stems that are too large to be easily cut by a knife or
florist shears. These are particularly useful when cutting woody stemmed materials that are
sometimes used in arrangements. Pruning shears may be used to cut stems of up to one-half inch
in diameter.

Picks:

Florists use wooden and steel picks. These are used mainly in funeral designs, to make
wreaths, and in dried and artificial arrangements. Wooden picks can be purchased in
the natural wood color or the more common green color (Figure 5-10). They come
with or without a wire attached and may be from 2 1/2 to 7 inches in length. Wooden
picks are used to add length or support the plant materials.

Steel picks are commonly sold in lengths of 1 3/4,2 1/8, and 3 inches. They are attached to the

stems of various materials with a steel pick machine. The pick makes it easy to insert plant
material into a wreath ring, styro foam, or other holding device.
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